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Events 
 

Saturday 3rd April 
Beginners & Improver Beekeeping Course 

The Emmanuel Fellowship Chapel 

Fri-Sun 16th – 18th  April BBKA Stoneleigh Convention 

Saturday 24th April Bee Market - Brinsbury 

 
 

Apiary Meetings 
 

Although most of the preparation of the new site is done, at the time of writing the bees 

have not yet been moved, but we are hoping to arrange this for the first meeting on April 
10th.  
 

This is for established WGBKA members only. Dates for new beginners and 
enquirers (Preliminary group) will be different, and given on the website. 
 

Beginners/Intermediate at 12.00, and Advanced at 2.30 
 

 
Please be aware this may change during the season depending on circumstances. 
 

Officers and Contact Information: 

President Mr Roger Patterson 01403 790637   roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

 
Chairman Mr Tom Moore 01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com 

Hon. Treasurer Mr Gordon Allan 01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 

Hon. Secretary     Mr John Glover 01403 751899 glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com 

Membership Mrs Judy Knight 01403 752 169  judyknight@hotmail.co.uk 

Newsletter Mr Chris Peach 01798 872302 wgbkanews@cpeach.com 

Website   www.wgbka.org.uk 
 

mailto:roger-patterson@btconnect.com
mailto:glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Nov08/wgbkanews@cpeach.com
http://www.wgbka.org.uk/
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Advanced Warning 
 
We hope to have a presentation on swarming, swarm control and taking and hiving 

swarms at 2.30 on May 1st. 

 
 
 
We have a lot going on this year with scheduled meetings, extra meetings for the 
Preliminary group, BBKA Basic Assessment, queen rearing, one – to – one tuition and 
ad-hoc meetings. We will try to inform you of events via email and/or the website and 
sometimes this will be at short notice. It is suggested you log on regularly if you don‟t 
want to miss anything. 

 
 

New Apiary 
 
 
We wish to allow those who are able to progress as fast as they wish, and in the past 
this has been hampered by some members being in the wrong groups. For that reason 
we may ask you to go in a different group than you think you should be in. We will be 
assessing on ability and knowledge, not years of experience. 
 
For those who have not been to one of our open days, or have not yet got bees please 
email Roger to see which group you should be in. 
 
 
Please note for the time being we are making several changes:- 
 
 

1. There will be no tea facilities so please bring your own. 
 
 

2. All beekeeping supplies will still be stored offsite. If you need anything please 
contact Tom at least 2 days prior to the meeting so he has time to pack your 
order. A price list is included with all newsletters so please bring the correct 
money or cheque. 
 
 

3. To be able to manage the numbers we are going to have sessions for all new 
beekeepers or potential beekeepers on different days to scheduled meetings, and 
they will have to book in. If you invite someone along to a meeting please bear this 
in mind. 

 
 
 



 

Page 3 of 13 

 

 
Trial arrangements at the teaching apiary 2010 
 
The influx of new people into beekeeping in recent years is giving Beekeeping Associations a 
problem as there are far more people wishing to learn than there are experienced and 
knowledgeable beekeepers. There is normally a smooth natural progression and we can 
usually satisfy the needs of all, but if there is an imbalance it means the intermediate/advanced 
level beekeepers can be neglected, and we must make sure that doesn‟t happen. Many BKAs 
are dealing with it by simply not accepting any more beginners, or are not putting on Beginners 
Classes. At Wisborough Green we think that attitude is short sighted and we are taking positive 
steps to meet demand. Our Beginners Day was oversubscribed so we arranged a second, and 
as we had 50-70 attendees at most apiary meetings in 2009 we are expecting more in 2010. 
This is difficult to manage and is not attractive to those who prefer smaller groups. 
 
We have ten approved Demonstrators who we rely on heavily, and bearing in mind some of 

them have only a few years‟ experience we must make sure they have an opportunity to further 

their own beekeeping. 

As a trial in 2010 we propose to split apiary sessions into three groups:- 

Preliminary. 
 
 These will initially be all those new to beekeeping in 2010, or very late 2009. They will be in the 
very early stages of beekeeping and we will have meetings specifically for them, on a different 
day from our main apiary meetings. Members of this group will probably come to several 
meetings before being invited to join the Beginners/Intermediate groups at scheduled 
meetings. They will be assessed by the Demonstrators on their ability to learn and handle bees 
on their own. We do not recommend those in this group purchase any bees or equipment until 
being moved into the Beginners/Intermediate group. Meetings will be arranged on an adhoc 
basis depending on demand and availability of Demonstrators. Dates will be advertised on the 
website and in a circular email and it is your responsibility to check regularly. As we have 
restrictions on the availability of Demonstrators and protective equipment, and in order to 
make group sizes suitable for learning, places at each preliminary meeting must be booked in 
advance. Those in the Preliminary group will not be asked for a subscription. 

 

Beginners/Intermediate.  
 
These will have progressed from the Preliminary group, but have not attained the knowledge or 
colony handling skills of the advanced stage. They will typically be in their first 2 years of 
beekeeping, but once again will be subject to assessment of the Demonstrators, as some may 
progress faster than others. It is expected that some in this group may not yet have their own 
bees. All those in this group will normally pay a subscription. 
 

Advanced. 
 
 Will have gained enough knowledge and skill to handle full colonies competently without help, 
and have a sound knowledge of common colony management techniques and diseases. They 
would normally have a number of colonies of their own. 
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We all learn at different rates and some find beekeeping easy, whilst others will find it much 
more difficult. A colony of bees is basically a box with a wild animal in it, and in the wrong 
hands could be a problem, not only to the beekeeper, but bystanders/neighbours as well. We 
therefore feel a responsibility to highlight a potential problem if we see it, and it may be that we 
have to inform some that we feel beekeeping isn‟t for them. 
 
We hope everyone will support us in trying to deal with this complex issue and can see that by 
arranging members into ability groups we can provide better tuition suitable to the ability of the 
individual. Our scheduled meetings become very hectic for those involved and we are trying to 
help them enjoy their own beekeeping.  After all, we give our time to this voluntarily and it is a 
hobby that should be fun. Although we probably have more colonies for tuition than any other 
BKA in the country our bees are heavily overworked and subject to a lot of stress. The 
cohesion of a colony is disturbed every time it is opened and greatly lowers the temperature of 
a broodnest that has to put right.On Saturdays some colonies are inspected several times and 
they are always open far longer than they should be. It is hoped the new arrangements will be 
kinder to the bees as well as allowing us to give better training to aspiring and established 
beekeepers.  
We are committed to assisting the more gifted to move ahead as fast as their ability allows, and 
it must be accepted that some will go into the next group faster than others. 

 

Booking in. 
 
It is only those in the Preliminary group who need to book into meetings. 
 
 This will normally be by email only to Roger Patterson roger-patterson@btconnect.com  
 
(Cc Tom Moore) or in emergency 01403 790 637 or mobile 07976 306 492. 
 

 Make sure you have a reply. 
 
 If Roger is unavailable then try Tom Moore stone.house@btinternet.com 01798 343 470.  
 
This will allow us to put you in a group and allocate you a Demonstrator before the meeting.  
 
We will not normally allow attendees to turn up without booking. 
 
 If you are unable to attend after booking please phone to cancel as someone else may be 
waiting for a place. 
 
We would normally try to accommodate all those who wish to book in but there are limitations 
on protective equipment and availability of Demonstrators.      
 

. 

 

mailto:roger-patterson@btconnect.com
mailto:stone.house@btinternet.com
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Apiary Meetings in 2010     
 

For dates and times please see below this page and the website. 
 
Please note that all apiary meetings will now be held at our new site (unless you are 
specifically advised otherwise).  Detailed directions and maps follow. 
 
As yet we have no cover, storage or other facilities on site, so please be prepared to 
„make do‟ until we have been able to reach agreement with the planners and install 
what we require. 
 

At busy meetings parking may be cramped. Please park 
thoughtfully. 
 
 
 

Directions to Wisborough Green Division new apiary at Howick, 
Balls Cross 
 
 

From Kirdford 
 
Leave the village heading west towards Petworth. 
 
 In about half a mile turn  (at Staples Hill) right towards Ebernoe and Northchapel.  
 
Follow the road for approximately a mile and a half. 
 
Just before crossing a small bridge, turn right into a driveway with pieces of log lining 
the edges, and signed „Howick‟. 
 
The track to the apiary is in about 20 metres, on the left.  
 
There are „Woodland for Sale‟ signs.  
 

Do not go into the private gateway of Howick.  

 
Follow the track in woodland, round a sharp right turn, and up a long straight. 
 
Parking is at the top of this long straight, on the right. 
 

 The apiary entrance is at the back of the parking area.  Please park 
thoughtfully and neatly so that we can fit everyone in. 
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BDI Insurance  
 
 
You will all be aware that your basic membership subscription includes insurance against certain 
bee diseases for three colonies and that for a small extra premium, this cover can be extended to 
additional colonies.  
 
If you have more colonies than you have covered for insurance purposes, the cover will be null and 
void.  So insure for the number you think you will have. Don’t forget a swarm is classed as a colony.  
 
Insurance is only provided for colonies that are affected by notifiable diseases and that cause them 
to have to be destroyed by the Regional Bee Inspector.   These are the two foul brood diseases, the 
small hive beetle and tropilaelaps  More detailed information can be found at 
www.bbka.org.uk/articles/bdi.php   The insurance does not cover loss of colonies due to other 

conditions or causes.  
 

From Petworth 
 
At the northern edge of Petworth take the road signed to Balls Cross.  
 
At Balls Cross, where the road turns sharp right, turn off left into a small lane.  
 
Follow the road for approximately 1.3 miles. 
 
 Shortly after a side-road on the left you turn right towards Kirdford.  
 
There is a small pillar box at this junction.  
 
Follow this road for 0.7 mile and immediately after crossing a small bridge, turn left into a 
driveway with pieces of log lining the edges, and signed „Howick‟. 
 
 The track to the apiary is in about 20 metres, on the left. 
 
 There are „Woodland for Sale‟ signs.  
 
Do not go into the private gateway of Howick. 
 
Follow the track in woodland, round a sharp right turn, and up a long straight. 
 
Parking is at the top of this long straight, on the right. 

 
The apiary entrance is at the back of the parking area.  Please park 
thoughtfully and neatly so that we can fit everyone in. 
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A final reminder - West Sussex BKA Bee Market and Auction – 24th 

April 2010 

Brinsbury Campus, Pulborough 

Lots for sale should be logged with Ray Noakes no later than 14th April to ensure entry 
into the Auction.  After this date Lots will only be accepted if space permits and on 
payment of a fee. 
 
A regular feature of the Auction is the PLANT STALL organised by Sue Cooper. There is 
usually a wide range of plants available, and these come from a variety of donated 
sources. So, when you are taking cuttings, dividing plants, or transplanting seedlings, 
please remember the stall and keep some spares aside. Please contact Sue on 01798 
870 461 for more details. 
 
And finally…....Audrey Gibson-Poole will be running a TOMBOLA for the benefit of the 
WSBKA exchequer.  Prize donations gratefully received, so dig out those unwanted 
Christmas gifts! 
 
As always, your support is greatly appreciated. 
Full details of the event are on the new West Sussex website at: - 
www.britishbee.org.uk/local/westsussex  or from Graham Elliott at 
grahammt@tiscali.co.uk or 01403 752493 
 
Look forward to seeing you all at Brinsbury. 

 

Annual General Meeting 
 
32 Members attended the AGM on 18th March, the main purpose being to elect or re-elect 
the officers and committee members who attend regular meetings throughout the year to 
discuss and formalise the various activities undertaken by the association and generally 
to ensure that the needs of members are well met.  
 
The present officers were prepared to continue and were duly re-elected – Tom Moore as 
Chairman, Roger Patterson as President, Daisy as Vice Chairman, Gordon Allan as 
Treasurer and John Glover as Secretary. 
 
Roger expressed thanks to Rosanne Blacklock and Graham Wells who have decided to 
stand down following several years of valued service on the Committee. Their places have 
been taken by Graham Elliott and Maggie Turner, who join the re-elected members – Judy 
Knight, Mike Bunyan, Karen Clemens, Ray Noakes, Chris Peach and Derek Ready. 
 
Following a break for refreshments, John Murray provided a short insight in to beekeeping 
in India, and Roger Patterson gave an illustrated talk “A New Approach” which offered 
thoughts on the numerous advantages of establishing a “support colony” to compliment 
and back up three or four honey producing colonies, a system that has already been put to 
good use at Dounhurst 

http://www.britishbee.org.uk/local/westsussex
mailto:grahammt@tiscali.co.uk
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PATTERSON IN PRINT 
 

As some of you know I spent a week in Orkney in early March. I gave two full day 
presentations at the first open meeting of the new Orkney Beekeepers Association. 
They have had no BKA since the last one ceased in 1939, and largely through the great 
effort of Doris Fischler they formed OBKA in December. There appear to be around 25 
current beekeepers on four islands with perhaps 80 colonies between them. Their 
conditions are harsh and only suit native bees, all previous attempts to import exotic 
races have failed. 
 
They had a Beginners Day on the Saturday with around 35 attendees and an Advanced 
Day on the Sunday with about a dozen. There were several who couldn‟t make it. 
Considering Doris had spent 5 weeks in Jan and Feb on a Bees Abroad project in Ghana 
this was a remarkable number. 
 
I saw all four of Doris‟s colonies in September and the strongest was on 5 frames, and 
that was being kind to it, the others were only really on 3-4. Twenty years ago they 
would have had a chance of survival in Sussex, but definitely not now. Although they 
haven‟t got varroa or signs of nosema, and bearing in mind their weather I suggested to 
Doris she should unite them in order to get something through the winter. She said there 
was a shortage of bees and she would give it a go. On March 8th we had a look at them 
and they were all flying and bringing in lots of pollen. We had a quick look inside a 
couple and they were doing really well with plenty of food left. They had a 3 month spell 
when bees didn‟t fly at all. 
 
We are now firmly into the active season and bees have come through the winter in 
widely varying states. Some are very strong, others weak and still dwindling, and others 
dead. It is important you try to find out what the causes of death or dwindling are. I think 
varroa vectored viruses and Nosema ceranae are likely to be major culprits. The 
problem us amateurs have is diagnosis. I am trying to arrange for someone to deal with 
nosema at the apiary, and I think we must keep this at as low a level as possible. One 
problem we have is the amount of work needed these days in order to keep an apiary 
running, and we are trying to delegate responsibility where we can. 
 
Graham Elliott and I have closely monitored the bees and they are not in a good 
condition. Several have died and for different reasons include starvation due to ivy 
honey granulating and the bees not being able to deal with it, and disease as mentioned 
above. The colonies get stressed during the summer with constant handling and I‟m 
sure this affects them allowing diseases such as nosema to thrive. The bees are opened 
more often than they should, and for much longer times, but how else do you train 
people? Many professional beekeepers who handle their colonies regularly such as 
queen breeders have the same problem and treat prophylactically. I would prefer not to 
do this as it won‟t help bees build up resistance, but we are dealing with something that 
has jumped species and bees have not built up resistance yet. 
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A MESSAGE FROM BRIAN RIPLEY BBKA CHAIRMAN.  

The trustees are pleased to announce that the BBKA will launch its Adopt a Beehive 
scheme, generously supported by Saga, to the press on Friday 19th March.  

The web-site www.adoptabeehive.co.uk will go live to coincide with the announcement 
and there will be links to this site from the BBKA web-site  

As previously announced in February's BBKA News the scheme allows members of the 
public concerned about the plight of the honey bee to contribute and be assured that 
their contribution will be used for research and to help meet BBKA's educational 
objectives 

Regards 

  

Mike Harris 

General Secretary 

British Beekeepers Association 

 

 

 

TED HOOPER MBE NDB. (1918 – 2010) 

 
 

Some members will already have heard that Ted Hooper, the author of what is probably 
our most trusted beekeeping reference book, 'Guide to Bees and Honey', passed away in 
hospital on 19th March. 
 
Ted was born in Devon over 90 years ago and spent most of his lifetime working with bees 
and instructing others in the art of beekeeping. He was the County Beekeeping Instructor 
for Essex for over twenty years, and though it took me until early 2006 to make a proper 
start in beekeeping, it was during this period that I attended a whole season of his 
beekeeping classes at Writtle in 1971. 
 
A full obituary will be published in the next edition of BBKA news. 

Tom Moore 

 

http://www.adoptabeehive.co.uk/
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Book Review 

 
 
Guide to Managing Apidea Mini-nuc‟s. By Albert Knight. 
 
Apidea's are widely sold and recommended by some speakers for use by amateur 
beekeepers for the mating of queens. The main attraction is the small number of bees 
used for the purpose. In my view they need a lot of preparation and sound management 
for the mating of queens, because such things as weather have a great bearing on their 
success. I am sure many have been bought and either never used, or perhaps only 
once or twice simply because purchasers don‟t know how to deal with them. There are 
few good instructions available and I have found those from the suppliers are 
inadequate. 
 
This booklet is excellent and covers virtually everything you need to know. It is a 
complete guide on setting up and using Apidea‟s and even deals with the overwintering 
of queens, something that may appeal to a lot of beekeepers. In my experience there 
can be problems with all kinds of mini-nuc‟s, and Albert Knight addresses some of 
those related to Apidea‟s.  
 
In my view this would be a very useful addition to any BKA library and should be read 
before purchasing an Apidea. 
 
 
 

Field Notes on Queen Rearing. By Oliver Field. 
 
Oliver Field has vast knowledge of commercial beekeeping and queen rearing, and this 
booklet is taken from a talk he gave. He managed a bee farm with around 1000 colonies 
before setting out on his own with 500. He worked with good beekeepers such as 
R.O.B. Manley and his queen rearer Harry Wickens, as well as David Rowse – all 
successful commercial beekeepers. The information is very sound and he dislikes the 
use of imported queens, much preferring the local bees, and as he was earning his 
living from bees perhaps more people should take notice of his advice. 
 
I was disappointed there is little on any methods of rearing queens, which I feel would 
have made a great improvement to what is still a very useful booklet. You certainly can‟t 
read this and rear queens without getting some information from elsewhere, which is a 
pity. 
 

. 
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EQUIPMENT FOR SALE AT THE APIARY 
 

 
 

FRAMES  -  (in kit form)     EACH 
  

DN1  for National brood chamber (also fit WBC) ………….…………      60p 
  

SN1  for National supers …………………………………………..……      60p 
  

Frame nails, small bag …………………………………………………     £1.00p 

 
 

FOUNDATION   
 

Unwired National super (For Cut Comb) …………………………………….      40p 
  

Wired National super ……………………………………...…………….      50p 

(Comes in drone cell or worker cell size – please specify which is required) 
  

Wired National brood …………………………………………..……….      80p 

 

We also have some sheets with drone base, to use for drone culling. 
 

 

SPACERS 
 

Narrow – Plastic Ends             10p each 
 

Metal Castellated Spacers in 9,10 and 11-slot (National Hive)   £ 1.80 per pair 

 
 

APIGUARD 
 

Single treatment sachets (two required for treatment of a full colony). £  2.10 
 

10 Sachet Pack        £20.00 

 

 

PLASTIC SYRINGE 

 

50ml, for application of oxalic acid and other treatments..... £1.25 

 
 

Prices correct as at March 2010. 

 

Where possible please order ahead of apiary meetings so that your order can be put together ready for 

you, minimising disruption and delay on the day.  Order by email or telephone to Tom Moore, 

stone.house@btinternet.com  01798 343470. 

Payment by cash, or cheques made payable to WSBKA Wisborough Green. 

mailto:stone.house@btinternet.com
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Vitafeed Gold. 

  At the Lodge Hill Convention we were given some Viafeed Gold by Dr Max Watkins of Vita.  

This is past its expiry date but as it is essentially a natural extract of sugar beet, he says it is 

perfectly safe to use.  It is a dark brown liquid which you dilut, 50ml into 450ml sugar syrup, 

which then treats a colony with 100 ml trickled over the bees by syringe on 5 occasions, 

approximately alternate days over a 9 day period.  This acts as a stimulant to boost the 

bees, and also has strong action against Nosema spores,  I havew used it for three years 

now, and it appears very effective.  If you would like some, free of charge, then I have 

available enough to treat up to 10 colonies, free of charge on a first come, first served 

basis.  Either email me atstone.house@btinternet.com or telephone 01798 343470.  

Tom Moore 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Programme of Winter Events – Emmanuel Fellowship Chapel Spy Lane, 
Loxwood 
 

Saturday 3rd April 2010 - Beginners & Improver Beekeeping Course 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Programme of Apiary Meetings 2010 
 

 

        Sat                    Wed 
 

Apr 10           Aug 28      Apr 21 

May 1         Sept 18          May 12 

May 22       Oct 16      June 2 

June 12    Nov 06         June 23 

July 3            July 14 

July 24           Aug 4 

Aug 14 

mailto:stone.house@btinternet.com

